
Discussion Questions on Historical Mystery Subgenre 
 
 

1. Do historical mysteries fall under the genre of mystery or historical fiction? 
How do we decide, or do we need to decide? 

 
2. If a historical mystery reader says he or she chooses this subgenre to 

“experience life in the past,” as the Historical Sleuths reading (The Mystery 
Readers’ Advisory, p.p. 27-30) says, and maybe get a little education as well as 
entertainment out of it, what questions could we ask them to get an idea of 
what to suggest to them? 

 
3. This same reading also mentions that it’s important to try to determine if the 

reader has a preference for a particular type of sleuth and that it’s not 
enough to just match up time periods. If a reader of contemporary mysteries 
is thinking of trying an historical mystery, what questions could we ask him 
or her to get an idea of which direction to go in suggesting books or authors? 

 
4. Joyce Saricks writes in her section on mystery trends (The Readers’ Advisory 

Guide to Genre Fiction, pp. 224-26) that “Historical Mysteries remain among 
the most popular” in the mystery genre, and that “both Historical Fiction and 
Mystery readers choose these authors and their books for the details of a 
particular historical period, as well as for the puzzle and the characters.” The 
library catalog might be helpful in finding other books set in the same time 
period, as well as reader’s advisory tools like NoveList or guides. Should we 
ever try to persuade readers of historical fiction to try an historical mystery, 
if they say they “don’t like mysteries”? Why or why not? 

 
5. Do you think the idea of describing an historical mystery as “hard-boiled,” 

“cozy”, or “traditional” will be helpful in reader’s advisory, as outlined in our 
reading from The Readers’ Advisor Online, Historical Mysteries? 

 
6. There is a lot of advice in the article we read from Public Libraries Online, 

Jack of All Trades Readers’ Advisory: How to Learn a Little About a Lot. I have 
What’s Next bookmarked and use it a lot to print out series order lists for 
patrons, and whenever I visit the Stop You’re Killing Me site, I end up 
spending more time on it than I planned. What tips or ideas did you find 
useful or what do you already do that you want to suggest to others, 
especially for those moments when we draw a blank? 

 
7. Since it’s usually hard to do a full-fledged reader’s advisory interview with a 

patron, do you have ideas for book lists or displays (passive RA) that might 
entice a non-historical mystery reader to try one?  
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